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General Information

250.200

Definitions
Acronyms and terms used in this subpart have the
following meanings.

200(a)

Acronyms used frequently in theruleare
alphabetically listed here:

CID means Conservation Information Document
CZM means Coastal Zone Management

DOCD means Development Operations Coordination
Document

DPP means Development and Production Plan
DWOP means Deepwater Operations Plan

EIA means Environmental Impact Analysis

EP means Exploration Plan.

NPDES means National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System

NTL means Notice to L essees and Operators

200(b)

Termsused in thissubpart arelisted below:

Act means the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.

Amendment means a change you make to an Exploration
Plan, Development and Production Plan, or Development
Operations Coordination Document that is pending before
MM S for adecision (see 8§ 250.232(d) and 250.267(d)).
Ancillary activities means those activities on your lease or
unit that:

(1) Y ou conduct to obtain information to ensure the proper
exploration or development of your lease or unit;

(2) Do not need to be covered by an approved Exploration
Plan (EP), Development and Production Plan (DPP), or
Development Operations Coordination Document
(DOCD); and

(3) You can conduct without MM S approval of an
application or permit.

Development means those activities that take place
following discovery of mineralsin paying quantities,
including but not limited to geophysical activity, drilling,
platform construction, and operation of all directly related
onshore support facilities, and which are for the purpose of
producing the mineral s discovered (see § 250.105).
Development geophysical activities means those
geophysical and related data-gathering activities on your

It is confusing to have terms defined in this section
and also in 30 CFR 250.105. We recommend that all
definitions not directly related to plans be located in
250.105. Thetermsthat would remain in this section
would be Amendment, Modification, Resubmitted
OCSPIan, Revised OCSPlan, Supplemental OCS
Plan.

For the definition of “ Development geophysical
activities” itisnot clear that shallow hazards studies
are excluded. We recommend that the definition be
reworded to the following: “ Development
geophysical activities means those geophysical and
related data-gathering activities on your lease or
unit that take place following discovery of oil, gas, or
sulphur in paying quantities that detect or imply the
presence of oil, gas or sulphur in commercial
guantities.

For the definition of “ New or unusual technology” ,
it should be clarified that extensions of existing
technology which do not meet the criteria of (1)
Function in a manner that potentially causes
different impacts to the environment than the
equipment or procedures did in the past, should not

Deepwater means those water depths greater than or
equal to 400 meters (1,312 feet).

Eastern Planning Area means the area of the Gulf of
Mexico (GOM) Outer Continental Shelf bounded by
lines extending seaward from Mobile Bay, Alabama,
and Key West, Florida. Refer to the MMS Internet
website at
http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/offshore/plans p
ermits/'czmmaps.html for a map showing the exact
boundaries.

Flower Garden Banks Protective Zone means that
area of the GOM OCS consisting of the following
blocks:

HIA-351 [ HIA-376 [ HIA-395 | GB 135
HIA-352 [ HIA-377 [ HIA-39%6 | GB 136
HIA-353 [ HIA-378 [ HIA-397 | GB 138
HIA-354 [ HIA-379 [ HIA-398 | GB 139
HI A-355 [ HIA-380 [ HIA-399 | GB 140
HIA-361 | HIA-381 [ HIA-400 | GB 177
HIA-362 | HIA-382 [ HIA-401 | GB 178
HI A-363 | HIA-383 [ HIA-402 | GB 179
HIA-364 | HIA-384 [ HI A-403 | GB 180
HI A-365 | HIA-385 [ HIA-573 | EB 173

We recommend that these definitions be
incorporated in theregulation.

Under the definition of “ OCSPlan” we
recommend that you include “ Development
and Production Plan (DPP)” .
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lease or unit that take place following discovery of ail, gas,
or sulphur in paying quantities.

Exploration means the commercial search for oil, gas, or
sulphur. Activities classified as exploration include but
are not limited to:

(1) Geophysical and geological (G& G) surveys using
magnetic, gravity, seismic reflection, seismic refraction,
gas sniffers, coring, or other systemsto detect or imply the
presence of oil, gas, or sulphur; and

(2) Any drilling conducted for the purpose of searching for
commercial quantities of oil, gas, and sulphur, including
the drilling of any additional well needed to delineate any
reservoir to enable the lessee to decide whether to proceed
with development and production (see § 250.105.)
Geophysical and geological explorations means those
geophysical and geological surveys on your lease or unit
that use seismic reflection, seismic refraction, magnetic,
gravity, gas sniffers, coring, or other systems to detect or
imply the presence of oil, gas, or sulphur in commercial
quantities.

M odification means a change required by the Regional
Supervisor to an EP, DPP, or DOCD (see § 250.233(b)(2)
for an EP, or § 250.270(b)(2) for a DPP or a DOCD) that
is pending before MM S for a decision because the OCS
plan isinconsistent with applicable requirements.

New or unusual technology means equipment and/or
procedures that:

(1) Function in amanner that potentially causes different
impacts to the environment than the equipment or
procedures did in the past;

(2) Have not been used previously or extensively in an
MMS OCS Region;

(3) Have not been used previously under the anticipated
operating conditions; or

(4) Have operating characteristics that are outside the
performance parameters established by this Part.
Production means those activities that take place after the
successful completion of any means for the removal of
minerals, including such removal, field operations, transfer ¢
minerals to shore, operation monitoring, maintenance, and
workover operations (see§ 250.105).

Prospect means a geologic feature having the potential for

be considered as“ New or Unusual Technology”

We recommend that the definition be reworded to the
following: New or unusual technology means
equipment and/or procedures that: (1) Have not been
used previously or extensively inan MMSOCS
Region; (2) Have not been used previously under the
anticipated operating conditions; or (3) Have
operating characteristics that are outside the
performance parameters established by this Part;
AND (4)Function in a manner that potentially causes
different impacts to the environment than the
equipment or proceduresdid in the past.” Itisour
under standing that at least in the GOM Region, an
internal list of technology that is to be considered
“new or unusual” is maintained by MMS. Whilewe
recognizethat thislist is periodi cally updated as
technology moves out of the new or unusual category
and may not cover everything that could be
considered new or unusual, it would be helpful to
industry for MMSto make thislist available by
posting it on the web site.

We note that in 30 CFR 250.201(c) the term
“ comprehensive environmental management plan”
isused. Please provide a definition for thisterm.

HI A-366 [ HI A-386 | HI A-596 | EB 217
HI A-367 | HIA-387 | GB 95

HI A-368 [ HI A-388 | GB 96

HI A-373 [ HTA-389 | GB 97

HI A-374 | HIA-390 | GB 133

HI A-375 [ HTA-394 | GB 134

HIl = High Idand; GB = Garden Banks; EB =
East Breaks

New or unusual technology means equipment and/or
procedures that:

(1) Function in amanner that potentially causes
different impacts to the environment than the
equipment or procedures did in the past;

(2) Have not been used previously or extensively in
an MM S OCS Region;

(3) Have not been used previously under the
anticipated operating conditions; or

(4) Have operating characteristics that are outside
the performance parameters established by 30 CFR
250.

OCS Plan means an Exploration Plan (EP) or a
Development Operations Coordination Document
(DOCD).

Stetson Bank Protective Zone means that area of the
GOM OCS consisting of the following blocks:

HI A-486 HI A-502 HI A-514

HI A-487 HI A-503 HI A-527

HI A-488 HI A-512 HI A-528

HI A-501 HI A-513 HI A-529
HI = High Island

Topographic Feature means a feature that provides
habitat for sensitive hard-bottom benthic
communities. Refer to NTL No. 98-12,
“Implementation of Consistent Biological Stipulation
Measuresin the Central and Western Gulf of
Mexico,” dated August 10, 1998, for alisting of the
OCS blocks affected by the topographic features

| ease stipulation.
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mineral deposits.

Resubmitted OCS plan means an EP, DPP, or DOCD that
contains changes you make to a plan that MM S has
disapproved.

Revised OCS plan means an EP, DPP, or DOCD that
proposes changes to an approved OCS plan, such as those
in the location of awell or platform, type of drilling unit,
or location of the onshore support base (see § 250.283(a)).
Supplemental OCS plan means an EP, DPP, or DOCD that
proposes the addition to an approved OCS plan of an activit
that requires approval of an application or permit

(see § 250.283(b)).

250.201

What plans and information must | submit before|
conduct any activitieson my lease or unit?

201(a)

Plans and documents. Before you conduct any activities
onyour lease or unit, you must submit, and MM S must
approve, the following plans and documents. Y our plans
and documents may cover one or more leases or units.
You must submit a(n)... Before you ...

(1) Exploration Plan (EP) | Conduct any exploration
activities (see definition
under § 250.105) on a
|ease or unit.

Conduct any development
and production (see
definition under §
250.105) activitieson a
lease or unit in any OCS
area other than the
western Gulf of Mexico
(GOM) (see definition
under § 250.105).
Conduct any development
and production activities
on alease or unit in the
western GOM

(2) Development and
Production Plan (DPP)

(3) Development
Operations Coordination
Document (DOCD)

We disagree that all of the listed plans must be
approved prior to conducting any activities. For
example, it may be necessary or desirable to install
mooring pileswell in advance of installing a floating
facility. Thisactivity would normally be a part of a
DPP or DOCD and would also be described in a
DWOP. We should not be prevented from
performing this activity due to the CID not being
approved. Rather, the approval of the DPP or
DOCD should state that the wells cannot be
produced until the CID is approved.

In many cases, a well may be drilled asan
exploratory well under an Exploration Plan and if
hydrocarbonsin paying quantities are discovered,
the well will be completed prior to demobbing the
drilling rig off location. Thisis especially true for
subsea wells. Therefore, we request the following
modifications to:

(2) Development and Production Plan (DPP) You
must submit a DPP before you conduct any
development and production activities on a lease or
unit in any OCSarea other than the western GOM.
Awell may be drilled and completed under an
Exploration Plan, but not produced until a DPP has
been approved;

(3) Development Operations Coordination
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(4) Deepwater Operations | (i) Conduct any activities Document (DOCD): You must submit a DOCD
Plan (DWOP) in any water depth before you conduct any devel opment and production
associated with: activities on a lease or unit in the western GOM. A

(A) A development
project that will involve
the use of afloating
production system; or

(B) A development
project that will involve
the use of subsea
production technology.

(5) Conservation
Information Document
(CID)

(i) Conduct any activities
associated with:

(A) A development
project that will involve
the use of astructure
other than a conventional
steel-piled jacket platform
in water depths greater
than 1,312 feet (400
meters); or

(B) A development
project that will involve
the use of subsea
production technology at
any water depth.

well may be drilled and completed under an
Exploration Plan, but not produced until a DOCD
has been approved;

(5)Conservation Information Document (CID) (ii)
wellsdrilled and completed under an EP meeting the
description of i(A) or (B) must filea CID within 60
days of completing the drilling and logging
operations. Approved completion operationsare
allowed to proceed prior to the approval of the CID.
The CID must be approved prior to production of the
well.

Under the requirementsto have an approved EP,
DPP or DOCD under (6), it isnot clear what
information would need to be provided in an EP,
DPP or DOCD. It isalso not clear what the
differenceis between (6)(C) and (6)(D) since under
(D) the Regional Supervisor hastheright to
determine that an EP, DPP or DOCD is necessary if
the performance standard in 250.202(¢) is not
complied with.

We also note that currently under the provisions of
NTL 2000-N05, that Conservation Information is
submitted as a part of supplemental EPs or initial or
supplemental DOCDs. We agree that approval of
supplemental EPsor DOCDs should not be
dependent on the approval of CIDs.
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(6) EP, DPP, or DOCD (i) Conduct a geophysical
and geological
exploration or a
development geophysical
activity (see definitions
under § 250.200) on your
lease or unit when:

(A) It will resultina
physical penetration of
the seabed greater than
500 feet (152 meters);

(B) It will involve the
use of explosives;

(C) The Regional
Director determines that it
might have a significant
adverse effect on the
human, marine, or coastal
environment; or

(D) The Regiona
Supervisor, after
reviewing a notice under
§ 250.209, determines
that an EP, DPP, or
DOCD is hecessary.

201 (b).

Submitting additional information. On a case-by-case
basis, the Regional Supervisor may require you to submit
additional information if the Regional Supervisor
determinesthat it is necessary to eval uate your proposed
plan or document.

201 (c)

Limiting information. The Regional Director may limit
the amount of information or analyses that you otherwise
must provide in your proposed plan or document under
this subpart when:

(1) sufficient information or analysisisreadily available
to MMS;

(2) Other coastal or marine resources are not present or
affected;

(3) You conduct activities according to a comprehensive
environmental management program; or

(4) Other factors such as technological advances affect
information needs.

201(c) refersto a® comprehensive environmental
management program” . Please provide a definition
of such a program.
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201 (d)

Referencing. In preparing your proposed plan or
document, you may reference information and data
discussed in other plans or documents you previously
submitted or that are otherwise readily availableto MMS.

We fully support referencing information and data
previously submitted or otherwise readily available
to MMS. However, in practice, we find that many
times MM Srequires duplicative information to be
submitted. We presumethisisfor thereviewer’'s
convenience so he/she does not have to locate
material in other plansand in MMSfiles. We
encourage MMSto utilize previously submitted

i nfor mation whenever possible.

250.202

What criteria must the Exploration Plan (EP),
Development and Production Plan (DPP), or
Development Oper ations Coor dination Document
(DOCD) meet?

Y our EP, DPP, or DOCD must demonstrate that you have
planned and are prepared to conduct the proposed
activities in a manner that:

202(a)

Conformsto the Act, as amended, applicable
implementing regulations, and lease provisions and
stipulations

202(b)

Issafe;

202(c)

Conforms to sound conservation practices and protects the
rights of the lessor;

202(d)

Does not unreasonably interfere with other uses of the
OCS, including those involved with national security or
defense; and

202(¢)

Does not cause undue or serious harm or damage to the
human, marine, or coastal environment.

250.203

Wher e can wells be located under an EP, DPP or
DOCD?

The Regional Supervisor reviews and approves proposed
well location and spacing under an EP, DPP or DOCD. In
deciding whether to approve a proposed well location and
spacing, the Regional Supervisor will consider factors
including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Protecting correlative rights;

(b) Recovering optimum resources,

(c) Number of wellsthat can be economically drilled for
proper reservoir management;

(d) Location of drilling units and platforms;

(e) Extent and thickness of the reservoir;

(f) Geologic and other reservoir characteristics;

(g) Minimizing environmental risk;

We recommend that (b) be changed to “ Recovering
optimumreserves;” economics should always be
considered in the recovery of hydrocarbons.

It isunclear how this matches up with the
requirements and approval of the CID for
development plans. If MMSisreviewing this
information under the DPP or DOCD and then
again under the CID, it appears that duplicative
work is being conducted by MMS.

What is the difference between (c) and (i)?
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(h) Preventing unreasonabl e interference with other uses
of the OCS; and
(i) Drilling of unnecessary wells.

250.204

How must | protect MMS' rights?

(a) You must either:

(1) Drill and produce the wells that the Regional
Supervisor determines are necessary to protect MM S from
loss due to production on other leases or units; or

(2) Pay asum that the Regional Supervisor determines and
approves as adeguate to compensate MM S for your failure
to drill and produce any well.

(b) Payment under paragraph (a)(2) of this section
constitutes production in paying quantities for the purpose
of extending the lease term.

(c) You must complete and produce any penetrated
hydrocarbon-bearing zone that the Regional Supervisor
determines is necessary to conform to sound conservation
practices.

250.205

Arethere special requirementsif my well affects an
adjacent property?

For wells that could intersect or drain an adjacent property,
the Regional Supervisor may require special measures to
protect the rights of MM S and objecting | essees or
operators of adjacent |eases or units.

250.206

How do | submit the EP, DPP, or DOCD?

206(a)

Number of copies. When you submit an EP, DPP, or
DOCD to MMS, you must provide:

(1) Four copiesthat contain all required information
(proprietary copies);

Eight copies for public distribution (public information
copies) that omit information that you assert is exempt
from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the implementing regulations (43 CFR
part 2); and

(3) Any additional copiesthat may be necessary to
facilitate review of the EP, DPP, or DOCD by certain
affected States.

Since the number of copies may change fromtime to
time, and may be different for various plans, it may
be more appropriate to put the detailsina NTL. For
example, asrequired in NTL 2002 G-08, not all
plansrequire 8 public information copies.

206(b)

Mailing Addresses. Submit EPs, DPPs, and DOCDs for
activitiesin the OCSto one of the following addresses:
(1) For the OCS off the State of Alaska- Minerals
Management Service, Alaska OCS Region

Regional Supervisor, Field Operations

Since the MM S addresses may change fromtime to
time, it may be less burdensome to provide this
information in a NTL and alleviate the necessity for
a rulemaking effort to change an address.
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949 East 36" Avenue, Room 308
Anchorage, AK 99508-4363
(2) For the OCS off the Atlantic Coast States and in the
Gulf of Mexico -
Minerals Management Service, Gulf of Mexico OCS
Region
Regional Supervisor, Field Operations
1201 ElImwood Park Boulevard
New Orleans, LA 70123-2394
(3) For the OCS off the States of California, Oregon,
Washington, or Hawaii -
Minerals Management Service, Pacific OCS Region
Regional Supervisor, Office of Field Operations
770 Paseo Camarillo
Camarillo, CA 93010-6064
206(c) Electronic Submission. The Regional Supervisor may The regulation should not include a provision
require that you submit part or all of your EP, DPP, or requiring electronic submittals when no details of the
DOCD and itsaccomp anying information electronically. reguirements have been provided for comment. This
If it is not required but you prefer to submit your EP, DPP, | should be the subject of a subsequent rulemaking if
or DOCD electronically, ask the Regional Supervisor for electronic submittals are required.
further guidance.
We support the options for voluntary electronic
submittals that have been provided in NTL 2002 G-
08 and support including this information in the
regulation.
We are concerned over the details on how electronic
submittals are handled by MMS. How will the
confidential information be handled and be secured?
How will the information be made availableto the
various MMSreviewers? Will the information be
released in an electronic format to other federal
agencies and state agencies?
Withdrawal after submission. You may withdraw your
proposed EP, DPP, or DOCD at any time for any reason.
Notify the appropriate MM S OCS Region at the addressin
paragraph (b) of this section.
Ancillary Actions
250.207 What ancillary activities may | conduct?

Before or after you submit an EP, DPP, or DOCD to
MMS, you may elect, the regulationsin this part may
reguire, or the Regional Supervisor may direct you to
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conduct ancillary activities. Ancillary activitiesinclude:
(a) Geophysical and geological explorations, and
development geophysical activities, except those that must
be covered by an EP, DPP, or DOCD under §
250.201(a)(6), or § 250.2009.

(b) Geological hazards, geotechnical, archaeological,
biological, physical oceanographic, meteorological,
socioeconomic, or other surveys; or

(c) Studies that model potential oil and hazardous
substance spills, drilling muds and cuttings discharges,
projected air emissions, or potential hydrogen sulfide
(H,S) releases.

250.208

If I conduct ancillary activities, what notices must |
provide?

At least 30 calendar days before you conduct any
geophysical and geological exploration or development
geophysical activity (see § 250.207(a)), you must notify
the Regional Supervisor in writing.

(a) When you prepare the notice, you must:

(1) Sign and date the notice;

(2) Provide the names of the vessel, its operator, and the
person(s) in charge; the type(s) of operations you will
conduct; and the instrumentati on/techniques and vessel
navigation you will use;

(3) Provide expected start and completion dates and the
location of the activity; and

(4) Describe the potential adverse environmental effects of
the proposed activity and any mitigation to eliminate or
minimize these effects on the marine, coastal, and human
environment.

(b) The Regional Supervisor may require you to:

(1) Give written notice to MM Shefore you conduct any
other ancillary activity in addition to those listed in

§ 250.207(a); and

(2) Notify other users of the OCS before you conduct any
ancillary activity.

As we under stand this section, notices are required
for those activities that are conducted on individual
|leases that are similar to the ones covered under
250.251 for unleased areas or areas |leased to third
parties.

We assume that this notice requirement does not
apply to shallow hazard surveys or any of the other
ancillary activities (other than geophysical and
geological explorations and devel opment
geophysical activity) identified in 250.207. Based on
the languagein (b)(1) we assume that MM S cannot
require notices for the other listed ancillary activities
in 250.207 without a change in regulation. If thisis
not correct, then we strongly object to a 30 day
notice period for the other listed ancillary activities.
This would be extremely burdensome and slow down
reserve development.

(b)(2) Thisrequirement is very broad and confusing.
What other activities could be considered ancillary
activities?

(b)(2) Thisisan overly broad requirement.
Insufficient detail is provided in order for usto
appropriately comment. Under what circumstances
would this be done? Who would we be required to
notify? How would it be done? What would be the
timeframe for the notice? We believe that this
requirement should be taken from the regulation and
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be covered under a separate rulemaking if noticeis
to berequired.

250.209 What isthe MM Sreview processfor the notice?

The Regional Supervisor will review any notice required
under § 250.208(b) to ensure that your ancillary activity
complies with the performance standards listed in

§ 250.202 (a), (b), (d), and (€). Under § 250.106, the
Regional Supervisor may notify you that your ancillary
activity does not comply with those standards. Insuch a
case, the Regional Supervisor will require you to submit
an EP, DPP, or DOCD, and you may not start your
ancillary activity until the Regional Supervisor approves
the EP, DPP, or DOCD.

250.210 If I conduct ancillary activities, what reporting and (a) When will MMSrequirethat a report be
data/information retention requirements must | submitted? How much time would the operator have
satisfy? until the report was due? What would be the
(a)Reporting. The Regional Supervisor may require you required analysis? What would be data or
to prepare and submit areport that summarizes and information derived fromthe ancillary activities?
analy zes data or information obtained or derived from Would it be held confidential? Thisrequirementis
your ancillary activities. overly broad without enough detail to properly
(b) Data or information retention. You must retain copies || comment. We recommend that MMS remove this
of all original survey and study data or information from the proposed regulation and that it be covered
obtained or derived from your ancillary activities, under a subsequent rulemaking when sufficient
including any data or information obtained from previous | information is available for comment.
leaseholders or unit operators. You must retain these
records, including navigation data, and submit them to (b) We do not believethat it is appropriate for MMS
MMS for inspection and possible retention upon request at || to require operatorsto retain copies of all
any time before lease or unit termination. information derived from ancillary activities. Many

times, there may be studies based on the information
from a study that are used for other purposes than
exploring or developing a lease that are done for
our benefit that we should not have to retain. We
have no problem with retaining the raw data and
making it availableto MMS,
Contents of Exploration Plans (EP)
250.211 What must the EP include?
Y our EP must include the following:
211(a) Description, objectives, and schedule. A description, For overall clarity, we recommend that the seismic Plan information form. Using the form in Appendix || Theformonly providesaway to list the

discussion of the objectives, and tentative schedule (from
start to completion) of the exploration activities that you
propose to undertake. (Examples of exploration activities
are: exploration drilling; well test flaring; installing awell

activity language be moved from this section to
250.207(a). Also, we recommend including well
completion (not production) as an example of an
exploratory activity.

A of thisNTL, provide information concerning your
proposed activities.

specific anchor locationsto be utilized. In
many cases, these may not be known.
Provisions should be madeto give a
anchor radiusin lieu of the anchor
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protection structure; temporary well abandonment; and in locations.

the MM S Alaska and Pacific OCS Regions, 2-D, 3-D, 4-

D, and multicomponent seismic activities.) We suggest that the information requested
be consisted with the location infor mation
requested on APDs.

211(b) A map showing the surface and bottomhole location and || We believe there isno purposein showing thewater || (b) Location. Provide amap at ascale of 1inch = Why does a map need to be provided? The
water depth of each proposed well and the locations of all || depth of the bottom hole location and thereforethey || 2,000 feet on an 8¥2-inch by 11-inch sheet of paper information could be provided on the form

associated drilling unit anchors. should not be required. that depictsthe surface location and water depth of in Appendix A.

each proposed well and production facility, and the
Also, what is the purpose of showing on a proposed locations of all associated drilling unit and || We also recommend that if proposed
bathymetry map? Could thisinformation be construction barge anchors. If you do not know the | anchor locations are provided that the
provided in atable instead of a map? proposed anchor locations, you may show the touch down points also be shown.
maximum anchor radius instead.
211(c) Drilling unit. A description of the drilling unit and We believe that it is overly burdensome and serves Storage tanks and production vessels. Using the Listing all of thetanksthat are greater

associated equipment you will use to conduct your
proposed exploration activities, including a brief
description of important safety and pollution prevention
features, and atable indicating the type and the estimated
maximum quantity of fuels, oil, and lubricants that will be
stored on the facility (see third definition of facility under
§ 250.105).

no meaningful purpose to provide thisinformation
for fuels, oil and lubricants that are stored on the
facility in very small quantity. We recommend that
this be limited to fuels, oil and lubricantsthat are
stored in quantities greater than 25 barrels.

In many cases at the time an EP isfiled, the specific
rig or rigsto be utilized has not been contracted.
Therefore, only generic information that pertains to
the type of rig to be utilized is provided. We note
that the specific rig and equipment particularsare
identified in the APD for the well to bedrilled. We
feel thisisthe appropriate application to provide this
information.

If the MMSregional office needs specific information
on rigs operating within their region, we suggest that
they collect the information one time and maintain a
filefor therig. If arigisbrought into the MMS
region, the file could be updated.

format below, provide information on the storage
tanks and/or production vessels at the facility you
will use to conduct your proposed activities
(including barges, drilling rigs, platform, etc.) that
will store oil, as defined at 30 CFR 254.6. Include
only those tanks with a capacity of 10barrels or
more.

Type | Type | Tank #of | Total | Fluid
of of Cap Tan | Cap Grav
Stora | Facili | Bbls ks Bbls | ity
ge ty (Api)
Tank
Fud | Semi | 250 2 500 No 2
Qil Diese
|

Prod | Plat 40,000 | 2 30,00 | 37

A 0

Provide thistable only when you propose:

1. Activitiesin the Eastern Planning Area of the
GOM.

2. Activities within the Protective Zones of the
Flower Garden Banks and Stetson Bank.

3. Toinstall asurface facility located in water depths
greater than 400 meters, or you propose to install a
surface facility in any water depth to support subsea
development in water depths greater than 400

than 10 barrelsis overly burdensome.
NTL 2002- GO8 currently requires that
tanks with a capacity of greater than 25
barrelsbe listed. We recommend that
requirement be retained at 25 barrels.

WJP Enterprises
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meters. (Thisinformation has also been identified by
the State of Mississippi as required necessary data
and information under 15 CFR 930.58(a)(2) when
required by MMS.)

4, Initial and supplemental DOCD’s for which the
State of Alabamais an affected State (The State of
Alabama hasidentified thisinformation as required
necessary data and information under 15 CFR
930.58(38)(2).)

5. Initial DOCD’sand supplemental DOCD’ s with
new multiwell structures for which the State of
Louisianais an affected State. (The State of
Louisiana has identified this information as required
necessary data and information under 15 CFR
930.58(8)(2).)

6. Initial EP’s and DOCD’ s and supplemental
DOCD’swith new multiwell structures for which the
State of Texasis an affected State. (The State of
Texas has identified this information as required
necessary data and information under 15 CFR
930.58(38)(2).)

250.212

What information must accompany the EP?

The following information must accompany your EP:

(a) General information required by § 250.213.

(b) Geophysical and geological information required by §
250.214;

(c) Hydrogen sulfide information required by § 250.215;
(d) Biological, physical, and socioeconomic information
required by 8§ 250.216;

(e) Solid and liquid wastes and discharges information and
cooling water intake information required by § 250.217,
(f) Air emissions information required by § 250.218;

(g) Oil and hazardous substance spills information
required by § 250.219;

(h) Alaska planning information required by § 250.220;
(i) Environmental monitoring information required by §
250.221;

(j) Lease stipulations information required by § 250.222;
(k) Mitigation measures information required by 8§
250.223;

(1) Support vessels and aircraft information required by §

WJP Enterprises
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250.224;
(m) Onshore support facilities information required by §
250.225;
(n) Coastal zone management information required by §
250.226;
(o) An environmental impact analysis required by §
250.227; and
(p) Administrative information required by § 250.228.
250.213 What general information must accompany the EP?
The following general information must accompany your
EP:
213 (a) Applications and permits. A listing, including filing or Applications and permits. Using the format below,
approval status, of the Federal, State, and local application provide information on the filing or approval status
approvals or permits you must obtain to conduct your of the Federal, State, and local application approvals
proposed exploration activities. or permits you must obtain to conduct your proposed
activities.
Application/Permit | Issuing Status
Agency
Air Permit EPA TBS
List al individual or site-specific application
approvals you must obtain, but do not list general
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits or Corps of Engineers (COE)
permits.
213(b) (b) Drilling fluids. A table showing the components, In many cases, several different mud systems with Drilling fluids and cuttings At the time that the EP isfiled, the specific

chemical composition, and projected amounts and rates
of usage of each drilling fluid you will use to drill your
proposed exploration wells.

different chemical composition and components will
be utilized during the course of a well. At thetime
that the EP isfiled, the specific mud program for
each well may not have been developed. We
recommend that the this section be changed to the
following: (b) Drilling fluids. A table showing the
projected amounts for each of types(i.e. water based,
oil based, synthetic based) of drilling fluids you may
useto drill your proposed exploration wells:

Also, we do not know what you mean by “ rates of
usage” , please explain.

(1) Using the format below, show information on
the types, amounts, and disposal methods of the
drilling fluids you will use to drill your proposed
wells, and the amounts and disposal methods of the
cuttings that will be generated.

Type Est DF Est Cutting
of Drill [ Vol of | Dispos | Vol of |s
Fluid DF/ al Cuttin | Disposa

Well Metho | gs/Wel | |

d I M ethod

Water | 35,000 | Recycl | 50,000 | Dischar
Based | bbls edisch | bbls ge
(seawat arge
€r,
freshw
ater

mud program for each well may not have
been developed. Therefore, we recommend
that “ drilling fluids you will use” be
changed to “ drilling fluids you may use” .

We also note that while the regulation
reguires information on the drilling fluid to
be submitted, thereis no requirement for
the submittal of drilling cutting
information or for disposal information.
Therefore, we request that this information
be omitted fromthe NTL.

WJP Enterprises
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Qil 500 Onshor | 1,000 Onshore
based bbls e bbls Disposal
(diesdl, disposa

mineral I

oil)

Synthet | 20,000 | Recycl | 18,000 | Dischar
ic bbls e bbls ge
based

(interna

| olefin,

ester)

Provide this table only when you propose:

1. Drilling operationsin the Eastern Planning Area
of the GOM.

2. Drilling operations within the Protective Zones of
the Flower Garden Banks and Stetson Bank.

3. To use oil-based or synthetic-based drilling fluids.
4. To use new or unusual technology in the handling
or discharge of drilling fluids or drill cuttings.

5. Development drilling operationsin deepwater.
(Y ou may omit thistable if you propose operations
in an exempted area. Refer to the MM S Internet
website at

http://www.gomr.mms.gov/homepg/regul ate/environ
[strategy/strategy.html for a curr